This article essentially provides an insight as to how cardiac surgical trainees can benefit from a low-cost coronary anastomosis simulator [1] . In our view, the outcome of the considerable effort spent on the trainees would be further enhanced if they were also given the opportunity to propose their own way of assessing the impact of anastomosis on the simulator constructed. In fact, assessment of surgical dexterity has been a major topic of research across several surgical specialties [2] , including cardiac surgery [3] , and it is currently an essential element in most simulation systems. More advanced modules such as Virtual Reality simulators, automatically generate several performance parameters ranging from very simple ones (e.g. time to completion), to more complex metrics such as the instrument's path-length and the type of errors committed [4] . Though they are useful, these errors are usually analyzed independently, which imposes some difficulties in establishing a relationship with potentially more meaningful competency domains. Hence, it would be very interesting to see if the residents have any proposals as to how to measure such errors and how one could relate key surgical skills [5] with the proposed simulation tools. Moreover, it would be also interesting to see the residents' thoughts on the role of bimanual dexterity, in terms of the analysis of technical performance, and how this type of skills could be incorporated into the proposed simulation setting. Hand motion synchronization has recently emerged as an important metric that can be obtained from the hand kinematics based on electromagnetic sensors attached to the surgeon's hands. This metric has essentially a dual role, as it can serve both for evaluation purposes (e.g. by measuring hand-to-hand synchronization), but also as a means to automatically segment a surgical operation/procedure into its key interventional phases for further analysis.
Hence, prompted by the recent advances in the domain of surgical assessment and performance analysis, it would of great interest to see additional proposals and ideas on novel assessment metrics and ways to extract such metrics in low fidelity simulators.
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